
 ONTARIO’S CHILDREN NEED AN ADVOCATE!
TAKE ACTION IN 2019:

WHAT IS THE ONTARIO 

CHILD ADVOCATE?

The Ontario Child Advocate’s office is an 
independent office of the Legislative Assembly of 
Ontario that works in the areas of child welfare, 
children’s mental health services, youth justice, 
and more. It has been a place that kids in care 
could contact when they needed support in 
navigating these systems, felt unsafe, or wanted 
help understanding their rights and their options. 
While the Office has never been perfect, it is an 
important resource for the province’s most 
vulnerable young people, giving them a voice, 
conducting investigations, and advocating for 
changes to systems, policies, and institutions 
impacting kids in care.

WHAT JUST HAPPENED?

On December 6, 2018, Doug Ford’s Progressive 
Conservatives passed Bill 57, which will close the 
Ontario Child Advocate’s office. The bill mandates 
that portions of the Advocate’s current work will be 
reassigned to the (already overextended) provincial 
ombudsman, but fails to offer a clear plan for how 
it will do that, or explain how a neutral 
ombudsman will carry out the work of an 
impassioned advocate.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?
Regardless of this redistribution, it is clear that 
the most vulnerable youth in Ontario are losing a 
voice, a resource, and a means to hold the 
government accountable — this loss will have a 
disproportionate impact on Black and Indigenous 
children. While 8.5 percent of Toronto’s 
population is Black, Black children and youth 
make up 40.8 percent of clients in the Children’s 
Aid Society of Toronto. Indigenous children, a 
2018 report by the Ontario Human Rights 
Commission found, make up only 4.1 percent of 
the children in the province but represent 30 
percent of the children in foster care. This same 
report has led to a call for greater accountability 
and transparency in the child welfare system. 
Instead, Ontario’s youth, and especially Black and 
Indigenous youth, are being put in further danger 
as the Advocate’s office closes.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

How can we support marginalized children and youth 
in this province, centring their voices and leadership, 
and ensuring that they are safe and cared for? Here 
are a few ideas:

1
Demand that the government reverse this 
closure! Print and sign this petition — and 
gather others’ signatures too — then 
return by mail to Queen’s Park.
https://tinyurl.com/ProtectTheAdvocate

2 Learn more about this issue and keep up 
to date by following these voices on 
Twitter: @1vision1voiceCA; @mskikeojo; 
@ChildCoalition; @youthincare;@cblackst; 
@expose_CAST

3
Support the Collective of Child Welfare 
Survivors (@ccwstoronto), an amazing 
community organization showing up for 
youth in care and fighting for a better 
system. Learn more about their crucial 
work, and send them some money at 
ccwstoronto@gmail.com to help grassroots, 
survivor-led organizing grow, thrive, and 
continue to make a difference!

SHOWING UP FOR RACIAL JUSTICE - 

TORONTO 
Facebook: SURJ Toronto & SURJ Toronto Kids and Families
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